
There was oonsiderable discussion in regard to the possibility 
of re-arranging the time in the Park or Street Departments so as to 
provide a night watohman at the Municipal-park. BDgineer Jain ad
vised that both the Park and Street Departments were already short
handed and he didn't see how this would be possible. 

Counoilman Babcook requested Mr. Riley to see what could be 
done. 

Mr. Charles Elman, of Los Angeles, addressed the Council briet
ly and introduced the new reporter on the staft of the Torrance 
Herald, Mr. Adams. 

Coucilman Hitohcock moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Counoilman Baboook- seconded the motion, which was carried 
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by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCInmN: Babcock, CUoci, 
Hi tohoock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. - -

At o:~5 P.M., on motion of Councilman Hitchcock, seoonded by 
Counoilman Babcook, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROV1ID: 

c3-nrJ -r.-m~. 
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

MINTJ'l'ES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL. OF -
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

TOrranoe, California 
Apr1l 12, 1944 

'lbe City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Wednesday, April 12, 1944,-at -7:45 P.M.; -Tuesday, April 11, being 
a legal holiday due to the hold1ng of City elections. 

Kayor l40Guire oalled the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
COuncilmen: Babcock, Cuoci, Hitchcock and McGuire. Absent: 
Counc1lman: Pow.ll, due to 111ness • 

.lll those prese.nt in the Council Chamber saluted the Flagl 

Counc1lman Bab.cook moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held March 28, 1944, and of an Adjourned Meeting held April 4, 1944, 
be approved as -written. Counoilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
whiohwas carried unan1mously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communioation was read from Gertrude Hermes,2603 Gates Avenue, 
Redondo Beach, making applioation tor a license to operate a used 
lumber yard at 4350 Redondo B~~oh Boulevard, in the City of Torrance, 
and adVising that they had reo.1ved the approval of the City Engineer. 
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Due to the absence of the City Engineer this communication was 
~aid aside, and again taken up for discussion upon Mr • .Taints arr1va~, 
at appro:dmate~y 8:2p P.J4. 

Mr • .Tain advised that the ~ooation mentioned (4350 Redondo Beach 
B~vd.) was at present in a C-~ Zone, which wou~d permit the resa~e 
of used lumber, but stated tha:t there was the danger of it develop-
ing into a junk business. . 

Following a short discussion, COuncilman Cucci moved that the 
request of Gertrude Hermes be referred to the Oity Planning, Oomm1ssio~ 
tor their study and report at the next regular meeting ot the oouncil; 
and that the Oity Engineer be authorized to call ~ meetipg of the 
Planning Commission, at which meeting the Oity Attorney and Gertrude 
Hermes be requested to be present. Couneilman Hitchcock seconded 
,the motion, which _s carried unanimously. 

£. cOIrrGLunication was read from Gr.ce Oliver, 2614 Eldorado street, 
complaining of the condition of Eldorado street, ~etween Fern and 
Hickory Avenue4l, and· requesting that this street be repaired. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the communication be referred 
to the Oity Engineer. OOlUleilman Babcock seconded the motion, 1fb.ich 
was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from JIr. and Ilrs. Illliam Youkstetter, 
of Huntington Park, Cal.1fornia, requesting further oonsideration of 
their Petition for Varianoe and Gondi tional Permit, covering Lots 7, 
8 and 9, in Block 109, 'forrance Tract, for permit of the conversion 
of the present factory building into a multiple-family apartment 
building, which Petition had been denied by the Torrance Oity Plann
ing COmmission. 

Mayor MoGuire explained that the petition of William Youkstetter 
had been denied by the Planning Commission due to the fact that the 
building was in very bad condition, making it necessary to practioally 
rebuild it from the ground up; and that there had been considerable 
opp,os1tion from the factories located in that area, it being their 
contention that if this building was converted into an apartment house 
the tenants might complain of the n01se and fumes from the faotories 
end declare such industries to be a nuisance and force them to move 
out of that area. 

Counoilman Cucci moved that the City Councfl '~ncur in the de
cision of the City Planning Commission, in regard to the Petit ion for 
Varianoe submitted by Mr. William Youkstetter, and that the City Olerk 
notify llr. and IIrs. Youkstetter of the decision of the Counoil. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

A communication as read from Mr. J. \f. Alford, advhlng that he 
had arranged for a walting room for taxis, at 1501 cabrillo -,Avenue, 
and requested the cancellatlon of the taxl stand at Roberts' Liquor 
Store and the transfer of same to the new location at the above ad
dress. 

Couno1lman Hitchcock moved that the communicatlon be referred to 
the Police Department for their · reoommendat1on. eounoilman CUoc1 
seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously • 

. Mayor MaGuire advised that Mr. Walter Schliok, a former resident 
of Torranoe, and now connected with the Income Tax Department, in 
Long Beach, had requested and obtained permission to oome to Torrance 
on Friday and Saturday, April 14 and 15, to assist th~ citizens of 
Torrance with their incane tax problems; and_ that Mr. sohUck would 
be in the City Hall all day Friday and Saturday, between the hours of 
9:00 A.M. and 5::30 P.lI. 

A. oommunication .... s read :trom the Oi vil Service Board reoommend
ing that the Parl$: Superintendent, Fred Blake be permitted to work in 
lieu of taking one week of his vaoation, d.uring the w.ek of Maroh 27 
to :31, inclusive, and that he be paid theret'or in addition to his 
regular salary. 

Clotino1lman CUcoi moved that the recommendation or the Oi vil ser-



vice Board be concurred in. Counoi~ Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, Cuoci, Hitchcock and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

A communication was read from the Civil Service Board recommend
ing that Henry Dever be permitted to work in lieu of taking a vacation, 
.. nd. that he be paid for the period frolll A.pril :3 to 14, inclusive, in 
addition to his regular salary. 

Councilman Hitchcock lIloved that the recommendation of the Civ11 
Service Board be concurred in. COuncilman Babcock seoonded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll eell vote: AYRS: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucoi, Hitchcock and McGu1". NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: Powell. 

Following a short discussion regarding the necessity of submitting 
requests frolll City employees to work in lieu of taking a vacation, 
Councilman Hitchcock moved that the various department heads of the 
City, UpOD receiving the.app,roval ot the Civil Service Board, be given 
the authority to grant ~e requests of their 8IIlployees to work in lieu 

-of taking Il. vacation, without the necessity of submitting suoh requests 
to the City Council tor action. C:Ouncilman Cucoi seconded the motion, 
which ·_s carried by the following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNClIMEN: 
Babcock, Cucc1, Hitchcock and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMBIl' Powell. 

,A.·comaunica:t.ioJl 11&8 read froJlI4r. W. V. Schneider, addressed to 
Mr. Dal.e Riley, Director of Recreation, requesting permiSSion, on be
half ot the newly created Torranoe Industrial SOttball League, for the 
use ot the Torrance JBaseball Park and its racili ties ror League softball 
gulas; and adyising that it is planned to play three nights a week 
during the months of May to September inclusive. and that all games 
w111 'be tree of Ilharge to spectators·. 

A note was attallhed to this oommunication, from Mr. Dale Riley, 
Superintendent of Reoreation, advising , that he had met with represen
tatives of the various ball clubs, and recommending that the request 
of the Industrial Sott .. ll League be granted. 

Counoilman Babcock moved that the request of the Industrial Soft
ball League, compri sed of five Torrance firms and the Torrance Army 
Hospital Base, be coneurred 1n,and that l4r. Dale Riley be authori2'.ed 
to notify the League ot the action of the Council. Councilman 
Hitchcock seoonded the mot10n, which was carried unanimously. 

COuncilman Cucci inquired of the C~~y Electrician, Mr. Butterfield, 
regarding the c»st ot r1Xlng Up the lights attlle Baseball Park tor 
night ball games. 

Mr. Butter:rield rapl1ed that it would cost approximately $50.00 
to fix up the lights tor softball ~es; but in order to provide 
l1ghts for hard-ball games, which require considerably more illumina
tion, it would cost approxtmately $200.00. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the sum of $50.00 'be appropriated ror 
the purpose of replacing and repairing the lights at the Ball Park tor 
use ot night playing on the soft-'b&ll diamonds. Counoilman Babcock 
seconded the motion, Whioh was oarriad by the following roll call 
vote: AYES.: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CucCi, Hitchcock and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT:: COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

A communication was read from the City Engineer, recommending 
that the amount of $3185.90 be authori2'.ed to be paid to the Griffith 
Company to oover that portion ot the Cabr1110 Avenue contract which 
was completed prior to April 1, 1944, less the ten percent withheld 
as per the eon tract un t 11 the tinal e stima te is submi t ted. 

Counoilman Hitcheock moved that an appropriation of $318ti.90 be 
authori2'.ed, tor payment to the Griffith Company, in accordance with 
the texms of the contract tor the paving of Cabrillo A.venue. Coun
cilman Babcock seconded the motion, Which was carried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock:, CUcCi, Hi tcheoek, 
and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None.· ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Powltll • 

.. communioation was read from Mr. I. J. Hallanl2:er. Acoeountlmt in 



the City Clerk t s office, calling attention to the f'act . that he had 
not received a raise in salaryo.n July 1, 194~, at which time a gaD
eral raise of $10.00 per month had been given to C1tyemployees; and 
request1ng that his salary be raised accordingly. . 

Arter a short discussion Councilman Cuoci promised to look into. 
the matter, and moved that the communication be referred to the City 
Council as a whole for further study. Councilman Hitchcock seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION liO. 1652 
. 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE, AOCEPTING BIDS 
FOR CERTAIN TAX DElIDED LANDS IN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, AND INSTRUCTING THE: 
CITY CLERK TO APPLY TO LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY FOR SUCH TAX DEmS. 

Councilman H1tChcock moved that Resolutio~ No.. 1652 be adopted. 
Councilman Babcook seconded the motion, which as carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIJ,IEN: Babcock, CUcci, 
Hi tchcock, and }lcGuire. NOES; COUNCILMEN: lions. ABSJmT: . COUN
CILMEN: Powell. 

C!lerk Bartlett :requested that an appropriation of $Z95.00, plus 
tax, be authorized for the purchtlse of one Remington ,Rand printing 
Calculator, t"or theC1ty Clerk's Ottice; advising that the present 
machine was worn out and practically worth18ss. i 

aGuncilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of $395.00, plus 
tax, be made tor the purchase ot one Remington Rand calculating Machine, 
as requested. C:Ouncilma.n Babcock seconded the moticm,. which was 
carried. by the tollowing roll cul vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
~cci, Hitchc~ck and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: No.ne. ABSENT: 
COONCI:IJIEN :: Powell. 

Councilman CUcci stated that at. th$ last m~.ting of the Council 
he had requested that an ordinanoe be drawn up repealing Ordinance No. 
2;47, in regard to weed (tbatement. 

A;tter some (U.8cussion as to the necessity of repealing the pre
sent Ordinance, A.ttorney McGall presen.tod and rea~: 

ORDINANCE NO, . :350. 

AN ORDINANCE OF 'l'HK CI'rY COUNCIL 
OF THK CITY OF TORRANCE BEPE:llING 
ORDINANCE NO, 24'1. 

Councilman Cuoci mov$d that Ordinance 1Io. 355, repealing O~·tl1-
nance No. 2'47, be aQ.opted tor tirst reading. Councilman Hi tchcook 
seconded the motioa, which was. carried by the tollowing roll. call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucoi, Hitchcock and MoGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN:: None. DSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

CQuncilman Cuoci advised that he had :received a request, from 
Mr. T. E.. Dean, 74' SOuth Broadway, Redondo Beach, to permit the CUb 
Scouts 01' Redondo Beaoh to camp 1nthe Ball Park on Saturday l1ight, 
April ~9, 1944; whereupon, Councilman Cuccl moved that the request ot 
Mr. Dean be granted. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously • 

. Councilman Babcock moved that an appropriation ot $53.8Q be made, 
t"or the purchase 01' differential gears trom the Jumbo Equ1pael1t Com
pany, t9r Bus No. 101. COuncilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
whioh was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
ON: Babcock, Cucc1, Hitchoook and McGuire. NOES: COUNCII.MEN: None. 
ABSENT: OOmlCILMEN: Powell •. 



CounciJ.man CUcci requested Clerk Bartlett to noUfy Mr. T. E. 
Dean, Chairman of the Commit"ee tor the CUb Scouts of Redondo Beach 
that his request had been-granted. 

Attorney McCall reported on the matter of obtaining a right-of
way for the Crenshaw Boulevard cut-off, through the fifteen acres at 
the corner of 19·0th Street and Crenshaw Boulevard; stating that he had 
looked into the titles and found that all parties who own an interest 
in this property live in California, and therefore it would not take 
long to get service if it was the wish of the Council to start con-
demnation proceedings. . . . 

Counoil.m.an Hitohoock said he thought a condemnation suit would 
delay the proposed improvement of Crenshaw Boulevard too long, and 
moved that l4r. Benall be notified that the City Council reels that 
the price asked for this property is too high and that it was ~ecided 
to take no action at this time to acquire ~e. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the motion • . 

Counoilman Cucci suggested that the City go ahead with the con
demnation suit, and acquire the right-of-way, even though it is not 
used for some time, as there is the possibility that buildings may 
be erected on this property which would materially increase the cost 
to the City at a later date. 

Councilman Hitchcock asked Engineer Jain, who had just arrived 
in the Counoil Roam, for his opinion 1n regard to this matter. 

Engineer Jain stated that the City will. eventually nnt to ac
quire this righ~-of-way, and was ot the opinion that the City should 
proceed with the condemnation suit. 

Mayor McGuire called for a vote on the motion before the house, 
:which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the City Attorney be authorized to 
expend the eum of t22.50 for It search of the title to the fifteen 
acres at the corner of Crenshaw Boul~vard and 190th street. Council
man Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchoock, and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell • 

. Councilman H1 tehoook moved that all bills properly audHed be 
paid. Councilman Babcock seoonded the motion, whioh .. 8 oarried by 
the follo1fiIlg roll call vote: AYES: COUNCI:wEN: Baboock, CUcci, 
Hi tchcock and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIll4EN: .None. ABSIINT: COUNCIL
MEN: Ponll. 

ORAL COMMUNICJ.TIONS 

Mr. SOlomon, stated that hEl had talked with 1Ir. Koors regarding 
the possibility of getting .busservice to his locality, but had not 
been given any definite assurance of such serVice, and therefore re
quested the Council to .take some action. 
. Mr. Koors, at the request of Mayor McGuire, advised that the 

O.D.If. had approved the extension ot the bus line, and assured Mr. 
Solomon that bus service would be available in approximately three or 
tour months. 

Mr. Koors also advised that the O.D.T. will not permit Torrance 
busses to run into the City of Long Bea,ch, as they do not want to 
withdraw any labor :trom that area, as it was felt that Long Beach 
was more urgently 1n need at labor than Torrance. 

He stated that the O.D.'r. had approved the other lines, the only 
exception being that we will not be permitted to run the busses to 
the end of the Hawthorne car line; but only to the earner of Redondo 
Beach Boulevard and Hawthorne Boulevard. 

Be further advised that the O.D.'1'. has tentatively approved the 
order for six new busses, but that they desired to change the wording 
of theapplioation aomewhat, so that theaebusses w111 be requested 
for the repla.cement of certain of the present Torrance .busses, al
though we will be given the privilege of keeping the old busses. 
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·At·8:45 P~.t on motion of COuncilman Babcock, seconded by ~ 
Councilman Hitehcock, the meeting adjourned until Monday, April 17, 
1944, at the hour of 7:45 P.M., fllr the purpose of canvassing the 
vote and announcing the results of the election held On April 11, 
1944. 

CITY CLERK OF· TIm CITY OF TORRANCE 

APPROVEIl: 

~%m~. 
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF TORRANaK 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CI'l'Y COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRmCE 

Torrance, California 
A.pril 17, 1944 

The C1 ty Council of the City. of Torrance convened in an .Ad
journed Regular Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, 'rOrrance, 
California, on Monday, April 17, 1944, at 7:45 P.M. 

Ma.yor McGuire called the meeting to ordel:. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll; those answering present being 
CouncilmQ: Babcock, CuCCi, Hitohcock, Powell end McGuire. Absent: 
Councilmen: . None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag! 

Being an Adjourned Regular Meeting, the regular order of busi
ness was dispensed .with. 

The Kayor stated that through a misunderstanding of the an
nouncement, the canvassing of the vote and the installation of the 
men who have been elected to the Council will not be held until to
morrow night, Apr1l 18, at 7:45 PJI.; but that the absentee ballots 
will be opened and counted. 

The Mayor then requasted Clerk Bartlett to proceed nth the 
opening and counting of the ·absentee ballots. . 

Clerk Bartlett opened and read sealed Absentee voters Ballots, 
atter announcing that six (6) Absantee Ballots had been receivea.; -
the results of such Ahsentee Ballots being as follows: 

Lawrence V. Babcock 
Tom. F. McGuire 
Paul Findley 
Charles Merton Gilbert 
William H. Tolson 

OFFICE 

Councilman 
• .. .. ,.. 

VOTES RECEIVED 

5 
~ 
1 
3. 
6 

Mr. Dodge, representing .the .California Water Servica, of Redondo 
Beach, requested permission to address the .Counc1l concerning the 
matter of obtaining a franchise to lay certain water lines within 
City Streets. 
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